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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is responsive to an amendment filed 1/17/06. 

2. Claims 1-33 and 35-39 are pending in this application. Claims 1,17, 18 and 35 
are independent claims. Claims 1, 17, 18 and 35 have been amended; claim 34 has 
been cancelled; and claims 36-39 have been added. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 18, 19, 21, 22, 36 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Shimomura et al. ("Shimomura"). 

As per claim 1, Shimomura teaches a method for creating an individualized 
directory of computer files/individualized listing of links comprising: 
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a. prearranging computer files to form a global default directory (section [0108]; 
in accordance with lines 5-6 of page 7 of the specification, the global directory is an 
organized collection of individual Web pages which form the Internet). 

b. maintaining user customization data in a user customization data file (figs. 7-8; 
sections [0099]-[0104]; user customization data file or user preference file 757); and 

c. automatically, without user intervention, reconfiguring a copy of a portion of the 
global default directory based on the user customization data file, thereby creating an 
individualized view of a user directory (fig. 8; displayed is the reconfigured/modified 
copy of a portion of the global default directory/organized collection of individual Web 
pages, which form the Internet, based on user customization data file or user preference 
file). 

As per claim 2, Shimomura teaches a method for creating an individualized 
directory/individualized listing of links wherein the global default directory includes files 
in the Internet and/or an Intranet (section [0108]; global default directory/organized 
collection of individual Web pages, which form the Internet). 

As per claim 4, Shimomura teaches a method for creating an individualized 
directory/individualized listing of links comprising allowing multiple client computers to 
access the global default directory on a server computer (fig. 4; sections [0099]-[01 04] 
and [0108]). 

As per claim 5, Shimomura teaches a method for creating an individualized 
directory/individualized listing of links comprising storing user customization data in a 
user computer ([0098]; a user at a client system creates user customization data/user 
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set of preferences wherein the customization data is inherently temporarily or 
permanently stored in the client system used given that the user customization data has 
to be presented and collected in order to create it). 

Claim 18 is similar in scope to claim 1 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 19 is similar in scope to claim 2 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 21 is similar in scope to claim 4 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 22 is similar in scope to claim 5 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claim 36, Shimomura teaches a method for creating an individualized 
directory/individualized listing of links wherein the global default directory is a global 
Internet directory (sections [0099]-[0104] and [0108]). 

Claim 38 is similar in scope to claim 36 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 
6. Claims 6-8 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shimomura et al. ("Shimomura") in view of Screen Dumps of Netscape 4.75 
("Netscape"). 
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As per claim 6, although Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 

individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising providing a user 

interface for a user to view files in said user directory (fig. 8), Shimomura does not 

explicitly disclose modifying files in said user directory. Netscape teaches a method for 

creating an individualized listing of links comprising providing a user interface for a user 

to modify files in said user directory (Netscape: figs. 2-4). It would have been obvious to 

an artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Netscape with the 

h 

method of Shimomura in order to allow users to make minor adjustment^that are 
temporary. 

As per claim 7, the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links wherein said modification of files in 
said user directory is at least one of opening, cutting, copying, pasting, deleting, or 
renaming (Netscape: fig. 4, elements 420 and 430), 

As per claim 8, the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising updating said user 
customization data based on the arrangements or modifications by a user (Netscape: 
fig. 5). 

Claim 23 is similar in scope to claim 6 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 24 is similar in scope to claim 7 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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Claim 25 is similar in scope to claim 8 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

7. Claims 9-17, 22, 26-33, 35, 37 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Shimomura et al. ("Shimomura") in view of Salas et al. 
("Salas"). 

As per claim 9, although Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising collecting user 
customization data ([0098]; user customization data/user set of preferences are 
collected through forms presented by server 781), Shimomura does not teach collecting 
user customization data from multiple users in order to form a global usage history. 
Salas teaches user customization data from multiple users in order to form a global 
usage history (Salas: col. 4, line 56 through col. 5, line 4; col. 5, lines 11-19). It would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of 
Sala^with the method of Shimomura in order to provide sharing and communication of 
data between users. 

As per claim 10, the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising sending each user 
request of a file or folder modification from a client computer to a server computer 
(Salas: col. 12, lines 31-61). 

As per claim 1 1 , the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising updating said global 
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usage history based on subsequent user requests to modify or arrange files or folders 
(Salas: col. 4, line 56 through col. 5, line 4; col. 5, lines 11-19; col. 12, lines 31-61). 

As per claim 12, the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising recording a particular 
directory modification specified by a user request and the number of requests specifying 
a particular modification (Salas: col. 14, lines 25-55). 

As per claim 13, the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising storing said global 
usage history in a database (Salas: fig. 1 ; database 20 and 20' with respective portions 
of the specification). 

As per claim 14, the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising updating said global 
default directoiry based on the global usage history (Salas: col. 4, line 56 through col. 5, 
line 4; col. 5, lines 11-19; col. 12, lines 31-61). 

As per claim 15, the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising adding, removing, or 
renaming files or folders in the global default directory based on said global usage 
history (Netscape: figs 2-4; Salas: col. 4, line 56 through col. 5, line 4; col. 5, lines 11- 
19). 

As per claim 16, the modified Shimomura teaches a method for creating an 
individualized directory/individualized listing of links comprising modifying attributes of 
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files or folders in the global default directory based on said global usage history (Salas: 
col. 4, line 56 through col. 5, line 4; col. 5, lines 11-19). 

Claim 17 is similar in scope to the combination of claims 1 1 and 14 and is 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 26 is similar in scope to claim 9 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 27 is similar in scope to claim 10 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 28 is similar in scope to claim 1 1 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 29 is similar in scope to claim 12 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 30 is similar in scope to claim 13 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 31 is similar in scope to claim 14 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 32 is similar in scope to claim 15 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 33 is similar in scope to claim 16 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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Claim 35 is similar in scope to 9 and is therefore rejected under similar rationale 
except for the feature of automatically retrieving the user customization data, which the 
modified Shimomura also teaches (Salas: col. 11, lines 25-30; col. 16, lines 21-43). 

As per claim 37, Shimomura teaches a method for creating an individualized 
directory/individualized listing of links wherein the global default directory is a global 
Internet directory (sections [0099]-[01 04] and [01 08]). 

Claim 39 is similar in scope to claim 36 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Allowable Subject Matter and Reasons for Allowance 

8. Claims 3 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art made of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the claimed 
invention. Specifically, the prior art fails to teach, in combination with the remaining 
elements: 

the method comprising adding files into or removing files from said global default . 
directorv as recited in claims 3 and 20 with the remaining elements of creating an 
individualized directorv of computer files comprising prearranging computer files to form 
a global default directorv. maintaining user customization data in a user customization 
data file and automaticallv. without user intervention, reconfiguring a copy of a portion of 
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the global default directory based on the user customization data file, thereby creating 
an indiyidualized yiew of a user directory as recited in claims 1 and 18. 

Although Shimomura et al., Screen Dumps of Netscape 4 J5 and Salas et al. 
teach a substantial amount of the claimed matters, Shimomura et al., Screen Dumps of 
Netscape 4.75 and Salas et al. fail to anticipate or render the aboye underlined 
limitations obyious. Moreoyer, although the references haye elements of the 
independent claims, they do not proyide for a suggestion to modify and make the aboye 
underlined limitations of claims 3 and 20 obyious. 

Response to Arguments 

1 0. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -33 and 35-39 haye been 
considered but are moot in yiew of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

MacNaughton et al. (US 6,020,884) teach Community bookmarks enable 
community members to contribute Web pages for the benefit of other community 
members. 

Dempski et al. (US 6,727,927 B1) teach a system, method and article of 
manufacture for a user interface for a knowledge management tool. 
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Dando (US 6,944,829 B2) teaches configurable Ul component management 
system. 

Lord et al. (US 6,961 ,909 B2) teach a system for displaying a hierarchical 
directory. 

Odom (US 6,606,102 B1) teaches a process wherein user profiles are obtained 
by discerning and collating user interest based upon patterns of search and selection of 
displayed content. 

Muschetto (US 6,850,255 82) teaches a method and apparatus for accessing 
information, computer programs and electronic communications across multiple 
computing devices using a GUI, 

Hekmatpour (US 5,799,292) teaches adaptive hypermedia presentation method 
and system. 

Inquires 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LVN 

Patent Examiner 
February 3, 2006 
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